Paradoxic aortic arch embolization with occlusion of the supraaortic arteries.
Pulmonary embolization usually occurs when thrombotic material that originates from deep venous thrombosis of the lower extremities is washed out into the pulmonary vasculature via the blood stream. However, in the presence of a patent foramen ovale (PFO), systemic paradoxic embolization may also occur (Am J Surg 176 (1998) 158). Here, we report on the case of a patient with a PFO, who developed paradoxic embolization of the aortic arch following deep venous thrombosis and massive pulmonary embolism.